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P.O. Box 43, 3350 AA Papendrecht, The Netherlands 
Telephone +31 78 6969 000, telefax +31 78 6969 555 

Press release 
 

Boskalis to undertake detailed design of offshore 
phosphate project in New Zealand 

 
Papendrecht, 7 June 2011 
 
Royal Boskalis Westminster N.V. has been exclusively selected by Chatham Rock Phosphate Limited 
(CRP) to undertake the detailed design of its offshore rock phosphate nodule project at Chatham Rise. 
Boskalis was selected following a full review of three scoping studies submitted by global dredging 
contractors.  
 
Chatham Rise is located 450 km east of Christchurch and covers an area of 4,726 km2 of significant 
seabed deposits of rock phosphate at a depth of approximately 400 meters. The establishment of a 
rock phosphate industry has a significant number of economic, environmental and market benefits. 
The phosphate will be applied as an agriculture fertilizer, replacing current long distance imports.   
 
The innovative project approach developed by Boskalis is based on a recovery and separation system 
for the phosphate nodules applying adapted and proven dredging technology. CRP will enter into 
discussions with Boskalis to undertake detailed design and production testing. Furthermore, Boskalis 
will be closely involved in associated environmental studies which are now commencing. Boskalis is 
looking forward to working with the CRP team over the next 12-18 months to develop a 
comprehensive technical, economic and environmentally extraction solution. 
 
For additional information: http://rockphosphate.co.nz/news/archives/2011/06/02/chatham-rock-
phosphate-successfully-completes-preliminary-engineering-phase-for-phosphate-project-in-new-
zealand/ 
 
The Boskalis strategy is designed to benefit from the key macro-economic drivers that are fueling 
global demand in our selected markets: global trade, increasing energy consumption, expanding 
population pressures and the challenges of changing climate conditions. 
 
This is an English translation of the Dutch press release. In the event of any disparity between the Dutch 
original and this translation, the Dutch text will prevail. 
 
Royal Boskalis Westminster N.V. is a leading global services provider operating in the dredging, maritime 
infrastructure and maritime services sectors. We provide creative and innovative all-round solutions to 
infrastructural challenges in the maritime, coastal and delta regions of the world including the 
construction and maintenance of ports and waterways, land reclamation, coastal defense and riverbank 
protection. We offer a wide variety of marine services through SMIT and we have positions in strategic 
partnerships in the Middle East (Archirodon) and in offshore services (Lamnalco). The company holds 
important home market positions in and outside of Europe. Boskalis has a versatile fleet of over 1,000 
units and operates in over 65 countries across six continents. Including its share in partnerships, 
Boskalis has approximately 14,000 employees. Boskalis celebrated its 100th anniversary in 2010. 
 
For further information please contact: 
 
Martijn L.D. Schuttevâer  
Director of Investor Relations & Corporate Communications 
Telephone: +31 78 69 69 822 / +31 6 200 10 232 
Telefax:  +31 78 69 69 020  
E-mail:   m.l.schuttevaer@boskalis.nl  
This press release can also be found on our website www.boskalis.com 
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